
AP Language and Composition 
Mrs. Berner, Mrs. Henry, and Mrs. Polites 

Summer Assignment 2020 
Due on the first day of school  

 
Course overview:  
Welcome to AP English Language and Composition. This course will enable students to become skilled 
readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts and to become skilled writers who compose for 
a variety of purposes. Students become aware of interactions among a writer’s purposes, reader 
expectations, and an author’s propositional content, as well as the genre conventions and the resources of 
language that contribute to effectiveness in writing. In order to read well, students must be able to address 
four fundamental questions about composition: 

What is being said? (context) 
To whom is it being said? (audience) 
Why is it being said? (purpose) 
How is it being said? (strategies) 

The answers to these questions inform students’ own composition processes as they learn to read like 
writers and write like readers. (Adapted from The College Board). 
 
The power of observation:  
One of the most fundamental skills of this course is the power to observe what a writer is doing and 
consider why he/she is doing it.  Writing is more than technicalities; it is also filled with artistry, strategy, 
and careful design.  When we read broadly, we provide ourselves with the opportunities to practice our 
powers of observation.  You should read broadly this summer.  Look at writing from different 
perspectives and begin asking yourself some of these questions listed above.  
 
Your Task: 
The goal of this year’s summer work is designed around our One District theme: making connections. 
You need to begin observing a writer’s choices while thinking about his/her intents with a variety of 
choices and selections.  This year, the six One Book, One District selections are:  

I Will Always Write Back by Caitlin Alifirenka & Martin Ganda 
Between the Lines by Nikki Grimes 

The False Prince by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R Tolkien 

Far From the Tree by Robin Benway 
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 



 

Please visit the following site for an overview of these choices: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XajgSEXQ0YBx97lJKRRrAQQyiVffaayycw68Wfqym_E/edit 
 
Select one of these titles, actively read and annotate the piece while being open to a multitude of 
observations and authorial choices.  You will then submit a one-page typed response that reflects and 
elaborates on your observations.   Please follow MLA-guidelines for all formatting questions. 
 
As we are looking to make connections in whatever ways we can, considering the circumstances we find 
ourselves in, the second part of your assignment requires you to find another written piece (speech, 
editorial, article, novel, play, essay, etc.) that connects to your chosen novel in some way.  You may select 
your second title based on content, writer’s choices, or any other criteria.  Just as you did for the One 
Book, One District assignment, you will then complete a one-page typed response that reflects and 
elaborates on the elements of this second piece.  The combined goals are designed to give you choice over 
what you read and what you write.   In essence, your summer work should reflect your critical thinking, 
engagement with texts, and your own abilities to communicate those in writing.  
 
This task is typically collected on the first day of the school year.  As we do not yet know about the 
specifics of returning to school, please complete this assignment in your google drive by the first day. 
Your instructor will advise you on how to submit your work once school begins.  
 
Your responses will be evaluated on articulation of ideas, support, and development.  Since you are 
completing this assignment before the course begins, think of this as an opportunity to demonstrate your 
facility with language.  Please contact us via email with any questions. 
 
Mrs. Suzanne Berner sberner@lrhsd.org 
Mrs. Mary Henry mhenry@lrhsd.org  
Mrs. Olga Polites opolites01@lrhsd.org  
 

 
 

Happy Reading & Writing!  
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